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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Status 

Claims 1 - 6 are pending and liave been examined in tlie Office Action. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the first long side, 
second long side, first short side, and second short side of the brick must be shown and 
labeled or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s).- No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonnient of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner. 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the abstract, 
disclosure, and claims are replete with grammatical errors. For example: 

Page 1, line 23, reads "the combined floors includes" whereas it should read -the 
combined floors include-. 

Page 5, line 14, reads, "groove is defined laterally defined in" whereas it should 
read -groove is defined laterally in-. 

Page 6, line 20, reads, "for laterally connected to the lateral rod" whereas it 
should read -for laterally connecting to the lateral rod-. 

Appropriate proofreading and correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Regarding claim 1, the language between the preamble and portions of the body 
of the claim are inconsistent. For example, the preamble of claim 1 sets for the 
subcombination "clamping device"; however, lines 22 and 23 of the claim recite "two 
opposite topsides respectively received in the first groove and the second groove of the 
two adjacent bricks" which sets forth a positive relationship between the clamping 
device and the combined floors and thus appears to claim a combination. 

For purposes of examination, claim 1 is being treated as a combination. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Regarding claim 2, the language between the preamble and portions of the body 
of the claim are inconsistent. For example, the preamble of claim 2 sets for the 
subcombination "clamping device"; however, lines 1 - 3 of the claim recite "the second 
rib of the clamping seat is received in the second slot and the first rib of the clamping 
seat is received in the first slot in the adjacent brick" which sets forth a positive 
relationship between the clamping device and the combined floors and thus appears to 
claim a combination. 

For purposes of examination, claim 2 is being treated as a combination. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Lines 35 - 38 of claim 1 recite "a receiving space defined in a second end of the 
clamping seat for longitudinally receiving the guider of the adjacent clamping seat, two 
parallel sidewalls and a plate upwardly extending from a bottom of the receiving space 
to define the receiving space". However, sidewalls and a plate cannot extend from a 
space (an empty area [Webster's II Dictionary]). The examiner suggests renaming the 
element from which the sidewalls and plate extend to something along the lines of a 
bottom plate and rewording this paragraph of the claim to positively claim the element. 
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Thus, the bottom plate, sidewalls, and plate would define the enclosed volume as the 
receiving space. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 - 6 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Although many ways of assembling combined floors exist in the art, very few 
comprise the clamping device as given. The applicant's own invention, US Patent 
6,619,000 was found to be the closest match to the present invention but lacked key 
features such as the plate on the receiving area and the multiple lateral rods straddling 
two parallel clamping seats. As there are so few other such clamping devices present 
in the art, no motivation could be found to provide the previous invention of the applicant 
with the additional features of the pending invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter M. Dreidame whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naoko Slack can be reached on (571)272-6848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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